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Greetings Sisters-in-Christ! 
As we enter the summer season, let us celebrate the young people in our 

lives that have worked so hard to graduate and start to make decisions about their 
future.  Recently I had the privilege of attending Assembly 2018 with Pamela Free-
land and Sandy Segur and over 130 of our Florida Conference Sisters!  We joined 
over 6000 women from around the world and were amazed and inspired to hear the 
stories of how ordinary women became BOLD and used their influence to fulfill the 
Purpose of United Methodist Women. We would like to invite each of you to be 
BOLD and to share your stories with us by sending them to me. We are in the plan-
ning stages right now for our Annual Meeting in October and would like to highlight 
some of them! 

The Florida Annual Conference for the United Methodist Church is being 
held from June 6-9 at Florida Southern College in Lakeland.  Please be in prayer for 
all those attending as they plan for the upcoming year.  Pray also for all the churches 
who will be presenting VBS programs.  These are important fun, learning sessions 
for not only those attending our Sunday Schools, but others in our communities for 
whom this may be their first-time hearing about Jesus! 

Let us not forget our Fathers on Father’s Day!  As I read about the history of 
Father’s Day, I learned that it has been celebrated since the Middle Ages on March 
19 (my birthday!) which was the feast day of Saint Joseph, the “nourisher” of the 
Lord Jesus.  After Mother’s Day was made a legal holiday, many others tried to do 
the same for fathers, but it wasn’t until 1966 when President Lyndon Johnson made 
a proclamation honoring fathers, designating the third Sunday in June as Father's 
Day.  It was signed into law in 1972, by President Richard Nixon as a permanent 
National Holiday.   

Finally, remember to send in your registrations for Mission u (July 12-15) by 
the June 30!  After that the cost is $10 more.  The Adult registration is in this news-
letter and children and youth forms are on our website at  http://
www.southwestdistrictumw.com/.  This year you will only have one study to attend 
so there will be free time to attend other activities planned for you! 

 

Blessings & Joy! 
 

 

Mary Van Tol, President South West District 

The orgaŶized uŶit of UŶited Methodist WoŵaŶ shall ďe a ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ of ǁoŵaŶ 
ǁhose purpose is to kŶoǁ God aŶd to eǆperieŶĐe freedoŵ as ǁhole persoŶs 
through Jesus Christ; to deǀelop a Đreatiǀe, supportiǀe felloǁship aŶd to eǆpaŶd 
ĐoŶĐepts of ŵissioŶ through partiĐipatioŶ iŶ the gloďal ŵiŶistries of the ĐhurĐh. 

  

http://www.southwestdistrictumw.com/
http://www.southwestdistrictumw.com/
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Units in Action 
Chƌist UMC, VeŶiĐe —Apƌil , ϮϬϭϴ 

   

 

CLIMATE JUSTICE  - Speakeƌ, RaŶdǇ PeŶŶ; DeǀotioŶs, KathǇ HiŶĐkleǇ 

 

The ŵoŶthlǇ MissioŶ Pƌogƌaŵ aŶd luŶĐheoŶ oŶ Apƌil ϭϳ featuƌed RaŶdǇ PeŶŶ fƌoŵ 
the UŶiǀeƌsitǇ Of Floƌida EǆteŶsioŶ SeƌǀiĐes oŶ ǁaste ƌeduĐtioŶ aŶd its iŵpaĐt oŶ 
the Đliŵate.  
 

WHAT CAN I DO?  - Refuse plastiĐ dƌiŶkiŶg stƌaǁs & fast food StǇƌofoaŵ CoŶtaiŶeƌs 
& Đups. ReĐǇĐle!  
 

 

 

Estheƌ CiƌĐle at Agape 

 

AGAPE FLIGHTS [GREEK GODS' UNCONDITIONAL LOVE]  
 

FouŶded ϯϬ Yeaƌs ago, eaĐh Ǉeaƌ AGAPE FLIGHTS touĐhes the liǀes of ŵoƌe thaŶ ϯϱϬ ŵissioŶs thƌough 
it’s affiliated ŵissioŶaƌies ǁho pƌoǀide ĐleaŶ ǁateƌ, ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ health, eduĐatioŶ, eǀaŶgelisŵ, ŵediĐal 
seƌǀiĐes, ŵiĐƌo-eŶteƌpƌise, oƌphaŶ Đaƌe aŶd ǀoĐatioŶal tƌaiŶiŶg. You ĐaŶ ǀisit theŵ at the VeŶiĐe Aiƌ-
poƌt.  

Fƌoŵ Left: ElaiŶe Hutteƌ, CheƌǇl WhiddeŶ, FaǇ BoƌgesoŶ , Maƌie 
JoŶes, Chƌis Coopeƌ, Caƌol AŶŶe ... Agape, JeaŶ JaŶkoǁski, Caƌole 
BoŶaŶŶo  

ShipŵeŶt to Haiti 
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This is a photo of JeaŶ HeŶƌǇ ;ƌightͿ & NaŶĐǇ 
VaŶdeƌǁall ;oŶ leftͿ at a ďoǇĐott deŵoŶstƌa-
tioŶ iŶ Saƌasota oŶ MaǇ ϲth .  We ǁeŶt as loŶg 
staŶdiŶg suppoƌteƌs of CIW aŶd ƌepƌeseŶta-
tiǀes of UMW.  CoalitioŶ of Iŵŵokalee Woƌk-
eƌs has asked that the puďliĐ ďoǇĐott WeŶdǇ's 
iŶ suppoƌt of theiƌ ǁaŶtiŶg WeŶdǇ's Đoƌpoƌa-
tioŶ to sigŶ the Faiƌ Food AgƌeeŵeŶt.   

Units in Action 

United Methodist Women Online Treasure Hunt 

ANSWERS To Last Month’s Questions 
Qϭ Wheƌe ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd a doĐuŵeŶt titles, ͞FiŶd UŶited Methodist WoŵeŶ oŶ the Weď?͟ 

 Aϭ.  UŶdeƌ doǁŶloadaďle foƌŵs > ĐliĐk oŶ Neǁ UŶit Kit. 
QϮ Wheƌe ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd iŶfoƌŵatioŶ aďout UŶited Methodist WoŵeŶ SeŵiŶaƌs? 

 AϮ.  UŶitedŵethodistǁoŵeŶ.oƌg/seŵiŶaƌs 

Qϯ Naŵe oŶe ĐoŶtaĐt foƌ the seŵiŶaƌ pƌogƌaŵs. 
 Aϯ.  JaǇ GodfƌeǇ oƌ ChaŶtillǇ Meƌs 

Qϰ Wheƌe ǁould Ǉou fiŶd UŶited Methodist WoŵeŶ gƌoups oƌ ďlogs? 

 Aϰ.  UŵǁoŶliŶe.oƌg 

Qϱ Is the ϮϬϭϴ pƌogƌaŵ ďook aǀailaďle foƌ fƌee doǁŶload? 

 Aϱ.  No, puƌĐhase oŶlǇ 

Qϲ UŶdeƌ ǁhat ĐategoƌǇ ǁill Ǉou fiŶd a liŶk to doǁŶload fƌee ŵateƌials? 

 Aϲ.  uŶitedŵethodistǁoŵeŶ.oƌg >Meŵďeƌship ResouƌĐes 

Qϳ What tǇpes of ŵaps ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd oŶ ǁǁǁ.uŶitedŵethodistǁoŵeŶ.oƌg? 

 Aϳ.  MissioŶ Maps 

Qϴ  Wheƌe ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd the oŶliŶe ƌegistƌatioŶ foƌ AsseŵďlǇ ϮϬϭϴ? 

 Aϴ.  uŶitedŵethodistǁoŵeŶ.oƌg > AsseŵďlǇ 

Qϵ Wheƌe ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd PoǁeƌPoiŶt aŶd otheƌ UMW teŵplates? 

 Aϵ.  uŶitedŵethodistǁoŵeŶ.oƌg /logos or under ͞Meŵďeƌs & Leadeƌs͟ 

QϭϬ Wheƌe ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd iŶfoƌŵatioŶ oŶ plaŶŶiŶg a UMW seƌǀiĐe? 

 AϭϬ.  UŶdeƌ uŶitedŵethodistǁoŵeŶ.oƌg > What We Do > Spiƌitual Gƌoǁth oƌ uŶdeƌ Meŵďeƌs  
           & Leadeƌs/ǁoƌship seƌǀiĐes 

 

How did you do?   Congratulations  
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Florida CoŶfereŶĐe UŶited Methodist WoŵeŶ 

Spiƌitual EŶƌiĐhŵeŶt Retƌeat—Septeŵďeƌ ϳ—ϵ, ϮϬϭϴ 

SaĐƌed SpaĐes  
Retƌeat Leadeƌ:  Reǀ. Vidalis Lopez, AssoĐiate Pastoƌ 

Fiƌst UŶited Methodist ChuƌĐh, Coƌal Gaďles, Fl 
LoĐatioŶ:   Life EŶriĐhŵeŶt CeŶter, ϰ991 PiĐĐiola Road, FruitlaŶd Park, FL 

MissioŶ u—JulǇ ϭϮ—ϭ5, ϮϬϭϴ  DaǇtoŶa, FL 

Foƌŵs aƌe Ŷoǁ aǀailaďle.  CoŶtaĐt Ǉouƌ UŶit 
PƌesideŶt.  SĐholaƌships aƌe aǀailaďle fƌoŵ 
the DistƌiĐt, ĐoŶtaĐt MaƌǇ VaŶ Tol, SW Dis-
tƌiĐt PƌesideŶt foƌ ŵoƌe iŶfoƌŵatioŶ. 

EĐho Faƌŵs—Septeŵďeƌ ϭϱ, ϮϬϭϴ    Noƌth Foƌt MǇeƌs, FL 
 

This SoĐial AĐtioŶ eǀeŶt is Ŷot to ďe ŵissed.  ECHO’s puƌpose is to help those 
ǁho aƌe teaĐhiŶg faƌŵeƌs aƌouŶd the ǁoƌld.  IŶ ϯϱ Ǉeaƌs of assistiŶg deǀelop-
ŵeŶt ǁoƌkeƌs aƌouŶd the ǁoƌld, ECHO has ďeĐoŵe the ͞go-to͟ oƌgaŶizatioŶ 
foƌ ĐhalleŶges faĐed ďǇ iŶdiǀiduals aŶd oƌgaŶizatioŶs.  Moƌe iŶfoƌŵatioŶ to 
folloǁ. 
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JOIN IN ANY TIME! Shed light on your life and love perspective through the Reading 
Program! 

 

Come to my house at 11am, Saturday, June 16th for a group discussion of our spring read – 
Trouble I’ve Seen. Bring a sandwich. Drinks and desert will be provided.  

 
Upcoming: Summer – A House In The Sky – 6/21/2018   Fall – Adventure of Ascent – 9/22/2018   
Book Club Sign up at District Events or on our website: www.southwestdistrictumw.com  
T 

his summer we are reading A House in the Sky by Amanda Lindout and Sara Corbett.  All of the 
questions for discussion will be emailed the week of the 21st of June and we will gather at my house 
Saturday, August 11th for our discussion.  
 

A New York Times Notable Book - A House in the Sky 

At the age of nineteen, working as a cocktail waitress, Amanda Lindhout began saving her tips so 
she could travel the globe. Aspiring to understand the world and live a significant life, she back-
packed   through Latin America, Laos, and India. Emboldened by each adventure, she went on to 
Sudan, Syria, and war-ridden Afghanistan and Iraq, where she carved out a fledgling career as a 
television reporter. And then, in august 2008, she traveled to Somalia – “the most dangerous place 
on earth.” On her fourth day, she was abducted by a group of masked men along a dusty road. 
Held hostage for 460 days, Amanda survives on memory – every lush detail of the world she expe-
rienced in her life before captivity – and on strategy, fortitude and hope. When she is most desper-
ate, she visits a house in the sky, high above the woman kept in chains, in the dark. 
 

Vivid and suspenseful, as artfully written as the finest novel, A House in the Sky is the searingly inti-
mate story of an intrepid young woman and her search for compassion in the face of unimaginable 
adversity.    
 

“This is one of the most powerfully written books I have every read….beautiful, devastating and he-
roic.”  Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat, Pray, Love and The Signature of All Things . 
 

Sandy Segur, Secretary Program Resources, SW District 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN READING PROGRAM 

Book Club 

http://www.southwestdistrictumw.com
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Sandy Segur, Secretary Program Resources, SW District 
479 Northview Street, Port Charlotte, FL 33954 

941-249-8726  sandyrsegur@gmail.com 
 

Summer – A Perfect Time To Read! 

 

PROGRAM RESOURCES 

Reminder: Reading Program Plan Reports DUE the end of July – Up-
date your 2017-2018 Plan listing and turn it in to your Program Re-
source Secretary!     Put your summer reads on a new Plan listing for 2018-2019! 

Special Notice:  You shop. Amazon gives.  Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
– our Reading Program Books – Amazon Smile purchases to United Methodist Women.  Start 
your shopping at smile.amazon.com Once you generate a donation for United Methodist Women, 
you'll see the amount to date they've received from everyone!  

2018 Mission Studies:  Even if you are not able to attend Mission u, these studies are a 
“must read” for your United Methodist Women journey!  Registration form next page. 

Spiritual Growth Mission Study: Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for 
Covenantal Living             

Geographic Mission Study 2017 – 2018: Missionary Conferences of the United Meth-
odist Church in the United States 

 

Issue Mission Study:  What About Our Money? 

mailto:sandyrsegur@gmail.com
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Dear UMW friends, 
 

It was great to meet you all at the United Methodist Women Assembly last week! What a 
gathering. Our Immokalee delegation was impressed and inspired by all of the wonderful 
speakers, and by the conviction of all the bold! UMW members we met.  
 

Thank you for signing the petition for Wendy's executives ahead of their June 5 shareholder 
meeting in Dublin, OH. We wanted to follow-up with our contact info and with information 
about the CIW and the Wendy's Boycott. 
 

CALLS TO ACTION: 
 

- Are you attending Mission U this year? Make sure to sign and collect postcards for Wen-
dy's Board Chair Nelson Peltz and CEO Todd Penegor! 
 

- This Labor Day Sunday (Sep. 2), highlight the contributions and struggles of our farmwork-
er sisters and brothers, and get together with your UMW unit and congregation members to 
organize a demonstration at your local Wendy's restaurant. It can be as simple as getting to-
gether a delegation to deliver a message to the Wendy's manager! Keep an eye out on 
the Alliance for Fair Food email list for the resource guide with prayers, reflections, action 
pointers, and more! 
 

- Become a Fair Food Sustainer! Commit a monthly contribution to ensure the that our 
work for farmworker justice and a harvest without violence can continue to grow. 
 

RESOURCES: 
 

I'm also attaching a couple backgrounders on the Wendy's Boycott (more resources here) 
and the Publix campaign, and including a couple very informative links below. Please share 
these on social media and with your organizations/networks. 
 

"Meet the Farmworkers Leading the #MeToo Fight For Workers Everywhere," https://
civileats.com/2018/05/21/meet-the-farmworkers-leading-the-metoo-fight-for-workers-

everywhere/ 
NYC Human Rights Commission invites CIW to join panel of "international and national figures 

in the fight against sexual harassment and gender equity," http://ciw-online.org/
blog/2018/05/nycchr-panel-sexual-harassment/  

We look forward to seeing you again soon. Reach out to us if you're interested in more ways to get 
involved! 
 

Peace and grace, 
 

Uriel Perez and Patricia Cipollitti 
Alliance for Fair Food 

305 305 1212 

 

Alliance for Fair Food 

http://www.boycott-wendys.org/
http://www.allianceforfairfood.org/
http://fairfoodsustainer.org/
http://www.boycott-wendys.org/resources
https://civileats.com/2018/05/21/meet-the-farmworkers-leading-the-metoo-fight-for-workers-everywhere/
https://civileats.com/2018/05/21/meet-the-farmworkers-leading-the-metoo-fight-for-workers-everywhere/
https://civileats.com/2018/05/21/meet-the-farmworkers-leading-the-metoo-fight-for-workers-everywhere/
http://ciw-online.org/blog/2018/05/nycchr-panel-sexual-harassment/
http://ciw-online.org/blog/2018/05/nycchr-panel-sexual-harassment/
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July 12-15, 2018 

Mission u 

Bethune-Cookman 

Daytona, Fl 
 

August 4, 2018 

MTM (District Officers Only) 
Port Charlotte UMC 

10:00 am 

 

September 7—9, 2018 

Spiritual Enrichment Retreat 
Life Enrichment Center 
4991 Picciola Rd, Fruitland Park 

 

September 15, 2018 

Social Action Event 
ECHO 

North Ft. Myers 

TBD 

 Submit articles for our next Sojourner issue by the 
20th of the month. Send to the Communications Coor-
dinator listed below.  Please include your unit location 
and church name with all articles. No articles in all 
caps.  All Unit activities are welcome for submission.  
Digital photos are preferred. Please identify persons in 
the photo. 
 

Ruth Hollandsworth  
Communications Coordinator 
1327 Deer Park Court 
Sebring, FL 33872 

: 
Phone:  863-414-6530 

Email: ruthhollandsworth.umw@gmail.com 

Be suƌe to ǀisit ouƌ ǁeďsites to get updated Ŷeǁs aŶd fiŶd iŶfoƌŵatioŶ aďout ouƌ DistƌiĐt.  
      www.southwestdistrictumw.com 

 

www.facebook/southwestdistrictumw.com 

Just a ƌeŵiŶdeƌ to seŶd iŶ Ǉouƌ ϮŶd Ƌuaƌteƌ 
pledges to: 

PhǇllis JaĐkŵaŶ 

ϱϯϭϳ CoŶgo Couƌt 

Cape Coƌal FL ϯϯϵϬϰ 

Please suďŵit ďǇ JulǇ ϱth. 
ThaŶk Ǉou eǀeƌǇoŶe! 

Ϯϯϵ-ϴϰϴ-ϲϰϴϰ 

 

Communication 

Roďeƌta Sǁoƌds has deĐided to step 
doǁŶ as SeĐƌetaƌǇ due to health issues, 
ďut ǁill ƌeŵaiŶ oŶ the DistƌiĐt Teaŵ as 
NoŵiŶatioŶs Class of ϮϬϭϴ.  Please 
seŶd iŶ aŶǇ offiĐeƌ ĐhaŶges of addƌess, 
phoŶe oƌ e-ŵail to MaƌǇ VaŶ Tol at 
ŵaƌǇǀaŶtol.uŵǁ@gŵail.Đoŵ. 

mailto:mvantol@embarqmail.com?subject=Social%20Action%20Report

